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London Borough of Hammersmith & Fulham 

Schools Forum 
Minutes 

 

Monday 16 June 2014 
 

 

 
 

PRESENT 
 
June Sadler, Gill Del Bravo, Sally Whyte, Bernie Peploe, Jude Ragan, Andy 
Rennison, Dave McNamara, Ian Heggs, Tim Gibson, Alison Farmer 
 

 

 

 
30. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING  

 
With regard to minute 28, „School Audit Programme‟, it was agreed that „clear‟ 
should be replaced with „consistent‟ so that the minute read 
“Recommendations from auditors were not always consistent…” 
 
RESOLVED –  
That subject to the amendment above, the minutes of the meeting held on 
25th March be approved as a correct record.  
 
 

31. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
 
Apologies for absence were received from Michael Pettavel. 
 
 

32. 2013/14 DSG OUTTURN  
 
The Forum agreed to consider this item and item 4 together. The Forum 
received a report from 3BM presenting the Dedicated Schools Grant (DSG) 
for the 2013/14 financial year. It was noted that for schools with large 
reserves (ie in excess of DfE guidelines of 5% for secondary schools and 8% 
for primary), there remained the possibility that the funds would be clawed 
back. Schools were reminded that each year‟s funding was for pupils‟ 
education that year, not for future pupils.  
 
The Forum discussed the impact of the change in Council policy regarding 
Sulivan School and the new administration‟s efforts to overturn the earlier 
decision to amalgamate Sulivan with New Kings‟ Primary. Officers explained 
that the Cabinet meeting taking place the following week would be 
considering a proposed change to the housing policy. It was argued that the 
new housing policy with increased affordable housing for south Fulham would 
mean that more school places in the south of the borough were required, so 
Sulivan should remain open. Officers reported that the revised housing policy 



would impact upon the school‟s place-planning, but that a final decision would 
only be made in September. It was also highlighted that the decision would 
impact on the provision of secondary places as prior to the election it was 
proposed that the Sulivan site would be used as a permanent home for 
Fulham Boys School. The Forum expressed concern that many affected 
parents and teachers had already made plans on the assumption that Sulivan 
would be closing, and that the ongoing uncertainty meant they could not 
accurately plan.  
 
RESOLVED –  
That the report be noted.  
 
 

33. SCHOOL BALANCES  
 
This item was considered as part of item 3.  
 
 

34. HIGH NEEDS - FUNDING ARRANGEMENTS 2014  
 
The Forum received a report from the Tri-Borough Assistant Director for SEN 
& Vulnerable Children explaining the changes to High Needs Funding 
arrangements. Officers highlighted that High Needs Reference Groups had 
been established, but more Primary School heads were required to join in 
Hammersmith & Fulham. It was agreed that Gill Del Bravo would contact her 
primary colagues to encourage participation and that Michael Pettavel would 
be contacted regarding the Early Years HNB Reference Group.  
 
Education, Health & Care Plans (EHCPs) were also discussed, with concerns 
voiced regarding the increased work required to maintain the plans when 
compared to SEN statements. Some members were concerned that the 
EHCPs would result in a trebling of work for schools, although officers 
reported that a pilot for the single assessment was only just starting.  
 
RESOLVED –  
That the report be noted.  
 
 

35. UPDATE ON THE TWO YEAR OLD PROGRAMME EXPANSION  
 
The Forum received a report from the Lead Commissioner, Children & Early 
Years on the expansion of the two year old programme. Following 
discussions at the previous meeting, members noted that a more detailed 
strategy would be presented to the September meeting.  
 
Officers explained that the funding available to nursery schools was £6.07 per 
place, which reflected the funding that the Council received from Government. 
It was recognised that staff to child ratios would be extremely challenging with 
this level of funding. It was also acknowledged that schools were wary of 
committing to the programme given it was only guaranteed until the 2015 
General Election.  
 



RESOLVED –  
That the report be noted.  
 
 

36. UNIVERSAL INFANT FREE SCHOOL MEALS (UIFSM) UPDATE  
 
The Forum received a report from the Schools Contracts Manager updating 
on progress delivering universal infant free school meals. There were some 
minor building works needed at some schools but nothing significant. Free 
school meals will be offered in all schools across the borough.  
 
It was asked whether parents had been informed of the changes. Officers 
explained that parents of children currently entitled to FSM would still need to 
apply, and that details had been included in the School Zone newsletter. It 
was agreed that information would be sent to schools clarifying what was 
required of parents. It was noted that the Government was currently only 
committed to funding the programme for two years, with funding levels based 
on an assumption that there would be an 87% take up. 
 
RESOLVED –  
That the report be noted.  
 
 

37. SCHOOLS FORUM FORWARD PLAN  
 
The Schools Forum Forward Plan was noted and approved.  
 
 

38. DFE CONSULTATION - FAIRER SCHOOLS FUNDING IN 2015-16 
CONSULTATION  
 
The Forum received a report on the DfE consultation on „Fairer Schools 
Funding in 2015/16‟ and the proposed response from London Councils. It was 
highlighted that there was likely to be little impact for Hammersmith & Fulham, 
but that all proposed policy changes were being mapped out to ascertain 
whether any schools were being disproportionately affected.  
 
RESOLVED –  
That the report be noted.  
 
 

39. DFE CONSULTATION "SIMPLIFYING THE ADMINISTRATION OF 
ACADEMIES FUNDING"  
 
The Forum received a report on the DfE consultation „Simplifying the 
administration of academies funding‟. Officers explained that they had some 
concerns that some academies could lose out and undertook to provide a 
précis of the proposals.  
 
RESOLVED –  
That the report be noted and a précis of the proposals be circulated to all 
Forum members.  



 
The Forum also acknowledged that the meeting would be Gill Del Bravo‟s last 
meeting before retirement and agreed that her hard work over many years in 
Hammersmith & Fulham should be commended and formally recorded.  
 
 

 
Meeting started: 2.00 pm 
Meeting ended: 3.25 pm 

 
 

Chairman   

 
 
 
 

Contact officer: Craig Bowdery 
Principal Committee Co-ordinator 
Governance and Scrutiny 

 : 020 8756 2278 
 E-mail: craig.bowdery@lbhf.gov.uk  
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